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JUDGMENT |

FOUR LATINA CELEBS IN THE JUDGES’
SEATS ON TV ARE TAKING OVER
COMPETITION SHOWS. WE ASKED TV
JUDGE CRISTINA PEREZ TO WEIGH IN ON

WHO'S THE TOP GAVEL.
By Helen Ubinas

ennifer Lopez may have bid adids to American Idol,
but the music-competition genre still has plenty of
fierce Latinas to judge the talented (and sometimes
talentless) masses. But who will judge the judges—
Demi Lovato, Christina Aguilera, Mariah Carey and
Gloria Estefan? None other than Emmy Award-win-
ning TV judge Cristina Pérez. All rise! Court is now in session!

Judge Cristina
Pérez’s new series,
Justice for All With

Judge Cristina Pérez,
began this fall.

CHRISTINA AGUILERA
SHOW: The Voice

OPENING ARGUMENT: Aguilera still
shows flashes of Xtina, her onstage
persona, with bright-red lipstick and
cleavage-revealing dresses, and her
opinions are just as bold. “Christina
is completely unfiltered. She means
what she says and you have to
respect that,” says Pérez of the
Ecuadorean American songbird’s
directness. “Don’t confuse her confi-
dence with arrogance.”

THE VERDICT: With Grammys to back up her de-
cisions, she’s a great judge of talent, Pérez rules.

GLORIA ESTEFAN

Show: The Next: Fame Is at

Your Doorstep

OPENING ARGUMENT: Estefan has
sold more records than almost any
other Latin singer and with husband
Emilio has built entire careers for
others (Shakira, anyone?). “Come
on! She’s music royalty,” says the
Colombian American jueza. “She’s
got wide appeal: we all grew up
loving Gloria. | love her, my parents
love her.”

THE VERDICT: “She’s talented and down to
earth. She’s a fabulous [mentor],” says Pérez.

DEMI LOVATO

SHOW: The X-Factor

OPENING ARGUMENT: As she’s the
youngest of the TV judges, some
viewers might misjudge Lovato as too
inexperienced. Objection! Pérez says [
there’s plenty of evidence to prove
Lovato’s perfect for the job. Exhibit A: §
Her talent has led to hit movies (Camp
Rock) and inspirational songs (“Sky-
scraper”). Exhibit B: Lovato’s person-
al struggles, including an eating disor-
der, make her instantly relatable.

THE VERDICT: Pérez’s advice to Lovato: “Use
your experiences to connect with people.”

MARIAH CAREY

SHOW: American Idol

OPENING ARGUMENT: Twenty
years in, Carey remains the ultimate P
diva. “I love her!” Pérez says. The i
audience’s familiarity with Carey will
make her a successful judge. “We
have been with her on her journey
and seen her mature into a confi-
dent, self-assured woman, mother
and wife,” Pérez says. “She teaches
[contestants] how to manage having
an immeasurable gift and a life.”

THE VERDICT: Pérez’s verdict is decisive and
swift—“She will carry the show!” Case closed!
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