From La Corte de Familia
o Cristina's Court
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husn't been as challenging as it would be it
weren't the case. [ have my parenty to thank
tot thar, They have alwavs been passionace
about teaching my brother, sister, and me both
languages. and now my hushand and 1 are
doing the same for our daoghter, So far me,
there hasr'r really been a transition. People are
people and the emotions thar bring them w
court are essentially the same, Thar's what |
really focus on,

NVM: La Corte de Farmilia was number two an
Telemundo for four strarghy seasons. What are
yout hapes or expectations for Crogrma Coure?

CP: | hope 1o continue sharing real stories
about real people. The siruations may seem a
lirtle bir unreal sometimes, bur the issues ar the
heart of thetn are always very teal, T hope
keep helping the people in those dnsarions—
mithers, Fathers, children, friends, neighbors,
erc.—the best [ can and hope Craptrna’ Courr
achieves the same success.

NVM: ¥har ssues do vou deal with in
Cristinay Cowri!

CP: You name i, we see it. Although whar I've
noticed in general is thar ne matter whar the
specific subject of the lingation ix, the emotions
at the hearr of the cases are really the cammon
denominators: anger, betrayal, sadness, loss,
and anything else painful enough m rm ane
person against another, Those are the isues
that T do my best to resolve. | won't say thar 1
can solve them completely because that's up

to the individual litiganes and the choices they
make once they leave my courtroom. All T can
da is listen, pur myself in their shoes, and set
everyont back ro the position they were (n
before the situation pocurmed.

NVM: Do vou find that any of the issues are
more prevalent than others?

CP: I hnd that matters of the hearr—the
relationship cases—are sometitmes more
prevalent. This it probably because the
emonons run stronges in those situations, so
they end up coming o court fo attempe w
resobve them and move on with their lives,

NVM: What made you first decide 1w go into Law?

CP: My parenss have always inspired me 1o
fallow my dieams, especially my father. He
went through so much on the way  achieving
his Amencan Dheam, He was an immigran
with a passion for becoming 4 doctor, and
he became 4 top surpeon. Waeching what he
went through and eventually what my mom
sactificed to support him really inspired me,
espectally as an artorney. [ wanted 1o help
people like them with the same hopes and
dreams, With my parents’ support and their
wwn personal life stories of such serengrh
and perseverance, T really felt thar | could da

whartever 1 pur my mind ta and once | decided
to pracrice law there was no stopping me. |
enjay standing up lor anyone who needs my
voice 1o speak for theirs It's just something thar
I krew 1 would be fulfilled daing.

HVM: Can you rell us abourt your judicial
background?

CP: My television “judicial” carcer began with
La Carte Del Pueblo [People’s Court], which
aired locally in Los Angeles. Then after thar,
fioe hve years 1 hosted the Spanish-Tanguage
television program La Corte de Familia
(Family Courr), which aired nationally and
internationally in Bfteen countries on the
Telemunda Television Network/MBC. The
program appraled to viewers of all ages. 1 was
really fortunate that the show became one of
the highest-rated Spanish language progrims
in the LS. [ am also proud to have been the
fiest bemnale judge-actress 10 air on a nationally
syndicated Spanish nerwork series. Now, with
Crasrimas Cowrr, | am the frst TV judge to cross
over successfully fram a Spanish language w
English language courr show,

| hope to continue
sharing real stories
about real people.

NYM: 1r: 2005, you were named “Woman of
the Year™ by the state of California. Has thar
fueled yaur desite 1o continue the fight for
women and Latno rights?

CP: Well, ane of the hest things about La Corte
dy Famifia and La Corte def Pueblo was that

1 weas able ro use them as vehicles oo raise the
comchousness af the Latino communice Each
show celebrared the strength of the Latina
culture and the importance af Gamily, v also
reminded viewers of all ages and ethoiciies
not 10 forfeir their culture and the great lessany
learned from our ancestors to make it in the
United Suates. It is reliance on these lessons
which | believe are key ingredients o be 2
success in lite, So, being named Woman of the
Year was a wondertul hlessing in that it gave
me a new vehicle 1o continue spreading those
messages with

NVM: [mmigranian is a very sensitive issue for
many people and the residents of Arizona e
no exceprion. Do you have any Thnughu of
advice for our residenes on this lssue?

CP: Well, sbwiously immigrarion is a personal
isste because of my fumily roots. | was born in

America, but my parcnts’ immigrant experience
from Colombia had such a powerful impact on
me. They taught me s many valuable lessons
about the value of the American Dream and
how hard you have 1 work, especially as an
immigrant, 1o achieve 1. They also tagh

me how 1o balance vur Lating culnure—the
l.‘lnE‘lI:I.Et. traditions, and values—with owr
American cultuse. | think that's very imparean:
advice for immigrants 1r5 all about staying true
10 bath cultures and Ainding thar balance.

NVME: Yo are active in many chariies and
organzations, Can you el us a e abaur them?

CP: 1 am very commitred 10 community
awarencss. [ am an acrive member in several
communaty and legal organizavions. Two of my
Favorites are Paalrer Conrma of Cencer (Tarents
against Cancer] and the American mmugracion
Law Foundation (AILF).

Padres Contra Bl Cancer bs a wonder ful
organization whose goal is 1o bring 1ogether
children, famalics, health care professionals,
and community leaders 1o promaote 2
comprehensive understanding of childhood
cancer and other blood disorders, as well as
effective methods for their trearment. My
interest within the AILF organization fs the
curricalum center whereby we attempr o
provide new and innovative ways to present
imponant curriculum concepts 1o teachers for
their studenns in areas such as cutrent public
palicy concerns, 1 is really all abour reaching
children tolerance in respecting each ather and
their backgrounds,

NYME Your book, Living by Las Dichos, s a
collection of key life lessons you learned from
your family. Do you have any plans o writ
another one?

CP: Living by Lor Dhichor focused on all the lite
lessoms—alrchos, as rhq.r'rt called in the Spanish
culture—which my mather passes alang 10 me
I covered all aspeces uf life in the boak, fram
marrlage, family, and parenting to workplace,
women's, and immigration bsues. The way |
sructured the book was to present the lessons
my family taught me, give examples of how

| use them in my own life, and then discuss
huew | hope my children will use those lessans
throughout their life, As far as another book

i concerned. all T e sy i that | am looking
forward ra warching my daughrer implerment the
same dichos in her life that my mother @ugh

me. [ alsa ook forward o leaming even more life
lessonis myself ws she grows up, One of the grearest
frves of being 2 parent, [ think, s learnmgg all kinds
of new life lessuns from vour children. This is 2
great subject for 2 second book, @

Cristina's Courn i distrrbted throughout ’
tihe {lateed Staces by Twentieth Televition
atrzed caarr e seen Moy theough Frivlay on
Fox Mrar 1 pom, and 1230 pom,
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